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proves with repetition. If it happens to amuse you
to say that " forty years on " refers to the time when
Harrow next hopes to win at Lord's, it will continue
to amuse you however often you say it, and your
enjoyment will be in no wise impaired by the know-
ledge that they may easily win at any moment. The
attitude which Eton affects towards Harrow may be
silly, and does not profess to be intelligent, but it is
certainly not malicious.

Latin verse was for many years the subject in
which Eton claimed pre-eminence, and it is probable
that even now it produces more good Latin verse
writers than any other school. In my early days
there it was a very serious infliction on a newcomer
who was expected to " patch " a very large number
of very indifferent verses in a considerable variety of
metres: I shall never forget having to prepare a set
of Galliambics (a metre with which I was quite un-
familiar) for the critical eyes of Dr. Warre. To-day
the demands are far less exacting, and it has been
realized that for boys with no classical or literary gifts
it is a waste of time to endeavour to emulate Horace
or Ovid.

But Eton still retains, and very wisely, the tradi-
tion that all boys should learn in their youth the
principles of scansion and should at least do " full
sense " verses. It is a pleasant exercise, sharing some
of the merits of a crossword puzzle, and those who
hate it are boys who would hate at least equally any
form of Latin composition; whether any should in